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 Weather Louvres
Architect:  Page\Park Glasgow 
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Daylight: a critical component in the restoration 
and re-purposing of a Glasgow landmark

The Category B listed Kelvin Hall, was originally built in 1927 as a multi-function exhibition and 

events venue. Redevelopment was undertaken in two phases between 2015 and 2017, with the 

goal of re-purposing the building as a mixed-use cultural hub containing Glasgow Sport, Glasgow 

Museums, The National Libraries of Scotland and The University of Glasgow. Lareine Engineering 

was contracted to replace the failing vaulted glazed roofs and provide rooflighting and ventilation 

to other areas of the building, during both phases of the restoration.

A well-loved part of Glasgow’s cultural heritage

Following the destruction of the original 1918 Kelvin Hall by 
fire in 1925, the existing structure was built in 1927, to house 
large scale national and international exhibitions including the 
Glasgow Civic and Empire Exhibition in 1931 and the Century 
of Progress Exhibition in 1935. During the Second World 
War, Kelvin Hall was converted into a factory for barrage and 
convoy balloons. It subsequently hosted the 1951 Festival 
of Britain, motor shows, modern homes exhibitions, world 
championship boxing, and various rock and classical concerts.

Redevelopment in the 1980’s included the creation of 
an International Sports Arena which has hosted major 
international sporting events. The Museum of Transport 

moved to Kelvin Hall from its original home in Pollokshields 
in 1987 – and in 2014, Kelvin Hall was the official uniform 
and accreditation centre for the XX Commonwealth Games, 
after which, the building was closed for redevelopment.

Redevelopment phase one: 2015-2016

Each of the four large vaulted roofs on the Kelvin Hall is 
topped by a dual-pitch rooflight running along the length 
of the roof. Prior to the building’s closure in 2014, the 
existing roofs and rooflights had fallen into disrepair.  

Working with main contractor McLaughlin & Harvey Limited 
of Glasgow, Lareine Engineering was called in to design and 
install modern-specification rooflights to replace the existing 
ones, whilst maintaining the historic integrity of the building.

2



During phase one, two of the old rooflights were dismantled 
and replaced with multi-tier dual pitch Lareine Engineering 
rooflights up to 130m long x 13m span. Apporoximately 
30% of the area of these rooflights incorporated aluminium 
insulated panels (please advise is this correct terminology?).

Within the vertical area below the rooflights, 
along the length of each side of each rooflight, a 
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combination of glazed and insulated panels were 
installed, with opening panels for ventilation.

This phase also included the installation of three  monopitch 
rooflights ranging from approximately 7m to 30m long x 
appoximately 2m span. These provide daylight to ancillary 
buildings to the West and South of the main building. 



Lareine Engineering Limited  Unit 1, 28 Firth Road, Houstoun Industrial Estate, Livingston, EH54 5DJ
T 01501 731600/731699    F 01501 733828    E sales@lareineengineering.com

www.lareineengineering.com

DAYLIGHTING & VENTILATION FROM CONCEPT TO INSTALLATION

Case Study  
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow 
 
Redevelopment phase two: 2017

Following successful completion of phase 1, in 2017, 
the two remaining dual-pitch rooflights were replaced 
in the same style as those replaced in phase one. These 
again measured up to 130m long x 13m span. 
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The Kelvin Hall today

Since re-opening in late 2017, the Kelvin Hall now provides s 
a facility which brings leisure and culture together, offering 
not only modern sports facilities but also museum galleries 
& storage; research and teaching labs;  seminar rooms and 
a state of the art lecture theatre with full cinema facilities 
for screenings held by the Scottish Screen Archive.


